
 

          
 

 
 

 

December 1, 2016 

 

Dear Parent or Guardian: 

 

We are pleased to enclose an overview of our school’s “report card”. Report cards answer important questions 

about a school's overall performance and contain specific information about student enrollment and teacher 

qualifications, student achievement, accountability, how a school is performing relative to other schools in the 

district and the state, and the progress made toward narrowing proficiency gaps for different groups of students.  

 

In this report you will find the following important information about our school: 

 

Student enrollment and teacher quality: This section of the report card provides information about the students 

and teachers in our school as compared to the district and the state.  

 
Assessment results: This section of the report shows how our students are performing on the Massachusetts 

Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) and/or Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 

Careers (PARCC)] tests as compared to the district and the state.  

 

School and district accountability information: This section of the report contains three important pieces of 

information: 

 

 Accountability and Assistance Levels: Schools and districts are placed into one of five accountability and 

assistance levels (1-5), with the highest performing in Level 1 and lowest performing in Level 5. Ware 

Junior-Senior High School has been placed into Level 3 due in part to assessment participation (MCAS, 

PARCC) of less than 90% of our students, and because we have not yet met the target for students with 

disabilities, economically disadvantaged, high needs and all students. 

 

 School Percentiles: A school percentile between 1 and 99 is reported for most schools. This number 

shows the overall performance of our school relative to other schools that serve the same or similar 

grades. In 2016, Ware Junior-Senior High School’s percentile is 13. This means that our school is 

performing higher than 12% percent of the Junior-Senior High Schools in the state. 

 

 Progress and Performance Index (PPI): The PPI is a number that indicates our school’s progress toward 

narrowing proficiency gaps, or, in other words, helping all students reach proficiency and be prepared for 

success after high school. Massachusetts has set a goal of reducing proficiency gaps by half between the 

years 2011 and 2017. For a group of students to be considered to be making sufficient progress toward 

narrowing proficiency gaps, its cumulative PPI must be 75 or higher.  In 2016, Ware Junior-Senior 

High School’s PPI is 37. 
 

 The Transitional Composite Performance Index (CPI): is a number from 1-100 that represents the 

extent to which all students are progressing toward proficiency in a given subject.  When all students 

demonstrate proficiency on MCAS and/or PARCC tests, the CPI will be 100. In 2016, Ware Junior-

Senior High School’s CPI in English Language Arts is 83.66; the CPI in Mathematics is 69.3, and 

the CPI in Science is 72.5.  
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To improve student achievement in our school, we have implemented the following:  

 

Ware Junior High School Plan of Action: 

 

 As part of the annual evaluation process, all educators completed a self-assessment that required an 

examination of relevant assessment data, including PARCC and MCAS scores. The self-assessment is 

used to inform the development of SMART goals for the current academic year that address the areas of 

need. 

 

 Although the high school ELA, Biology, and Math scores are relatively comparable to recent years, all 

teachers have once again committed to the John Collins Writing System SMART goal through which they 

will deliver the 10% Summary exercise to further improve upon students’ abilities to read a selection, 

identify main ideas, and provide the appropriate text-based references. Each educator will track the 

progress of their chosen focus correction areas (FCAs) over the course of the year. The “Next Generation 

MCAS” includes a very strong focus on text-based composition, so this will further prepare students for 

the shift to informational text with the understanding that literacy transcends all subject areas. 

 

 In response to NEASC, the faculty has begun a formal, on-going curriculum review process in 

consultation with a professional curriculum consultant. As a result, every content area will undergo 

updates and revisions, with a special emphasis on the newly-adopted science standards. As assessments 

change, this will ensure that teachers are following a curriculum that is aligned to the appropriate 

standards. 

 

 After examining the PARCC Math and ELA scores in the junior high school, a Project-Based Learning 

class was implemented in order to reinforce content across the core subject areas, with a special emphasis 

on Math and Science. The course provides reinforcement through hands-on projects, and allows students 

to demonstrate their understanding of skills and concepts that will be featured on the state assessments. 

 

 After examining various data points, junior high school students will be identified for reading 

interventions during the Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) blocks. 

 

We encourage you to become involved in helping us improve our school. Some of the ways you can become 

involved are: 

 

 Encouraging your child’s learning at home 

 Attending parent-teacher meetings and other special meetings 

 Serving as a volunteer in our school or district 

 Encouraging other parents to become involved 

 Making sure that your child attends school regularly and arrives on time 

For more information about our school’s report card or to request information about the qualifications of your 

child’s classroom teachers, please feel free to contact us at 413-967-6903. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jan Yardley 

 Accountability, Title I, Title IIA & Grants  

 

 


